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MAP

 The DeKalb County School District (DCSD) utilizes the Northwest Evaluation Association 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) as the initial assessment towards gifted identification 
each school year for students in grades K-10.  Students who score > 90% RT (Reading 
Total) or > 90% MT (Math Total) on the nationally norm-referenced assessment (MAP) will 
take additional gifted formal evaluations.  Although the MAP assessment is administered 
three times per year, the gifted eligibility window is August–September for currently 
enrolled K-10 students and December–February for currently enrolled K-2 and new 
students.  

 Additional information relative to the assessment window can be found on the District’s 
website.  Visit the following link: http://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/testing-calendar/ If you 
have any questions about the MAP assessment, contact the Research, Assessments and 
Grants Department at 678-676-0300.  For gifted eligibility questions, please contact the 
Gifted Department at 678-676-0175.

http://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/testing-calendar/


CogAT

The Cognitive Abilities Test measures 
students’ reasoning abilities in the 
three areas most linked to success in 
school.

Verbal: verbal classification, sentence 

completion, and verbal analogies

Quantitative: quantitative relations, number 

series, and equation building

Nonverbal:  figure classification, figure 

analogies, and figure analysis



CogAT Scores

 Riverside Publishing does not provide 
parent copies of individual student’s 
CogAT scores.

 Scores are reported in percentiles for 
each of the three categories, as well 
as the composite. 

 Scores are returned in 
February/March.



Renzulli
The Renzulli is a standardized behavioral rating scale 
for creativity and motivation.

The Renzulli is an instrument that determines how 
often a performance behavior is demonstrated in the 
classroom. These opportunities are provided in the 
classroom by your child’s teacher.



Identifying 
Gifted 

Students



Test Scores and the Role 
They Play in Identifying Gifted 

Students.

 The procedures for identifying and 
placing students in the gifted program 
are governed and funded by the 
Georgia Department of Education. 



Eligibility Criteria

MAP

CogAT
Creativity-Renzulli
Motivation-Renzulli

• To be eligible for gifted services, students 
must qualify in at least three of the four 
assessments.



MAP

Minimum of 90% on any one of the 
following subtests:

 Reading Total

 Math Total



CogAT

Minimum of 96% in at least one 
sub-test area.

 Verbal

 Quantitative

 Non-verbal

 Complete Composite



Renzulli

 Creativity
Minimum of 90% on an assessment 
for creativity.

 Motivation
Minimum of 90% on an assessment 
for motivation.



Phases of Testing

Step I: All students will be tested using 
MAP.

 If none of the scores qualify the student for 
the gifted program, no further testing will 
occur.

 If a student qualifies in at least one category 
on the MAP, further testing will occur. 

 If and when a student qualifies in three
areas, the child is identified as gifted.



Step II Testing

 Occurs if a student has a qualifying 
score on the MAP.

 If your child qualifies for this phase of 
testing, you will receive notification 
that further testing is necessary.



Please be aware that…

 Academic grades do not play a role in the 
Gifted Identification Process.

 Georgia Milestones scores are not used to 
determine gifted eligibility.

 Private test data may not be used to 
determine eligibility. 



Frequently Asked 
Questions

Q: What if my child missed the cut -
off score by only a few points, can 
special consideration be given?

A: There is no appeal to this 
process. We must adhere to the 
guidelines set forth by the State of 
Georgia.



FAQ

Q: If a student does not qualify 
for the program, can he/she be 
retested?

A: No, students cannot be retested. We have been 

told that the August/September MAP test is the only 
one used for the qualification process. K-2 students 
will have a chance for further evaluation with the 
Winter MAP.



FAQ

Q: Once students have been identified for the 
gifted program, will they have to qualify for 
the program for subsequent years?

A: No, once your children have been identified 
for the gifted program, they need no further 
testing.



So…What’s Next?

 Step 1: All MAP test scores will be 
automatically uploaded into the DCSD 
Database.

 Step 2: The DCSD Database will identify 
students who require additional testing.  
Those students will receive notification 
letters.



 Step 3:  STEP II tests will be 
administered and scored.  Once all 
tests have been scored, the DCSD 
Database will identify any student who 
has qualified for the program.  

 Step 4: Letters of eligibility will be 
sent once all testing has been 
completed. 



If you have a question that we cannot 
answer, feel free to contact the county’s 

Gifted Coordinator, Donyell Atkinson.   

Emmika_D_Atkinson@dekalbschoolsga.org

678-676-0715


